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Edna Williams FBI File 
By: Gia Dougherty 
During the time of 1950s-1960s, the Civil Rights Movement was in 
its peak publicly and in its involvement from the African American 
community (Dayo F. Gore, 2011, page 8). One woman in specific 
that took an important role in this was Edna Williams. She was 
most known as being the “Rosa Parks of Iowa”. (Kären Mason, 2014 
para. 1) She was active in the civil rights movement, and made a 
name for herself after suing a local drug store owner for segregation 
and won her case. (Kären Mason, 2014 para. 1) Not only was she 
active in the civil rights movement but also a member in the 
Progressive Party. From all her involvement, came a document filed 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. This report is an 
examination of Edna Williams, as she signs a certain document 
known as the Flyman’s Letter Sheet. This examination document 
was created due to the suspicion of not only the civil rights 
movement, but communist activity. 
Analyzing the context of the 
document, there are key components 
of this document that draws in the 
audience’s attention. Looking at the 
top left of the document, there is a 
date of 12/20/51 in relevance to the 
date this document was created. 
During the time of 1951 is when Edna 
was in her beginning involvement and 
rapid growth of the civil rights 
movement. Knowing this time line, 
the audience can infer that this 
document is in relevance to this her 
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actions during the specific time period. During this time period, 
Edna was involved in the civil rights movement, the Progressive 
Party, and a campaign to desegregate the lunch counter at a local 
drug store (Kären Mason 2014, para 1). This helps the audience 
narrow down the reasoning for her examination.  
Looking right beneath this date one can see who this document is 
in regards to, which is labeled Edna May Williams, aka Mrs. Stanley 
Griffin. Below that it repeats the name of Edna May Williams, and 
right below that there is one addition name of Security Matter C. 
From further 
research, the C 
is Security 
Matter C 
stands for 
communist 
(William 
Barrett 1997). 
The 
involvement in the civil rights movement was not as controversial or 
as serious as involvement with communist activity. Now knowing 
this, the audience infers that that is why Edna Williams is being 
observed by the FBI. With further research into Edna’s history and 
personal life, there is information that tells that she was involved 
with something known as the Progressive Party. Although her 
involvement with this organization may have gone further than just 
to stop discrimination again African Americans. The Progressive 
Party was formed by President Theodore Roosevelt, after a split in 
the Republican Party between him and President William Howard 
Taft. (Info links: US History para. 1) It was a factor in the 
presidential campaigns of three men who were Theodore Roosevelt, 
Robert La Follette, and Henry Wallace.  The Progress Party of 
Wallace still to this day brings controversy due to the fact that it 
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had a communist influence. The audience can now infer that due to 
her involvement with this organization, this is where the 
accusations of communist activity came from. The audience now 
knows that the reasoning for the creation of this document created 
by the FBI was due her involvement with communist activity.  
The center of document is made up of the examination report. In 
the examination report it entails, “Griffin signs Oct 4 on Flyman 
letter sheet Edna May Griffin, Specimens submitted for 
examination”. Unfortunately there is no records or documentation 
currently on what exactly a “Flyman’s Letter Sheet” is, but from all 
the gathered information from the other details depicted in this 
document, one can infer that the signing of this letter was in 
relations to her involvement with communist activity. Below it adds 
that she signs this letter with “With love, Edna Williams”. The 
viewer of this document can take away that the document of which 
she was signing may not have been an official document, but a 
written statement by her due to her personalization at the end. With 
this letter being the focal point of this document, this tells that it 
was of very big importance that she be examined while signing it. 
Overall the examination report gives details that lead the audience 
to infer that the document in which she is signing is in regards to 
her controversial involvement in communist activity. 
This documents purpose was to report an examination of one Edna 
Williams actions and involvement with the Progressive Party and 
communist activity. Although the conclusion of what the Flyman’s 
Letter Sheet really was, this document provided the audience with a 
series of dates and information leading the viewer to infer it was in 
respects to her communist activity. The dates and who the 
document was in regards to, helps the audience understand the 
time period in which this document was written in and the 
reasoning for this document being made. The audience now knows 
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that because of the seriousness of the involvement Edna had with 
these controversial groups, the FBI took a stance in examining 
Edna May Williams. 
